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The wmter of 1942-43 had been nothing if not dramatic on the Eastern Front. After their
ruinous defeat at Stalingrad, the Germans were about to lose their whole south wing
until Field Marshal Erich von Manstein’s expert “Backhand Blow” counterattack. This
had stabilized the line for now, but left a precipitous Soviet bulge, or salient, at Kursk.



