THE AMCIENT CASTLE ON THE SEA

Built on a cliff sumounded by the saqa, al the and of the
mromanadea, and connadcted fo the mainiand by a nanow
oridge, the Coste & the symbol of Rapalla, closaly
linkad o the hisgtory and The |£rﬂﬂl"ld= of ihe lown, Il wos
budit b0 1549, affer the sack of Rapalls by the Turkish
ships, guided by the notorious pirate Dragut.

In thie yeors It was used for different purposes and also
as a pigon lof a long fime: aflter the recen! resiomation,
nowadays il & fhe venue of the most important exhibitions
and conventions in fown. During the tradifional fak in
July, It is Bt by o lake Tire during speciaocular fireworks

Fll THE TOWN HALL

The present location of the Town Hall wos ance the main
hospital, close 1o the Church af the Augusting, The Swiss
mercenades of Cafg VEl sacked it in 1498 and stole from
thiz church o canvoas of Patin dad Vaga, In the XVl canbuty
the building was used as a stage for profane plays,
censored by the Genosse Senafe, ond duing ihe
Erench revoluthon 05 on ammy Camp,

In ine ¥iX century he bullding becarme ogain a hospital
unifil the dafinifive restaration to its onginal shructura, altar
whilch it was chosen as the seat of the Municipality,

n ST. GERVASIO AND PROTASIO CATHEDRAL

The arigin of the church dates back o the and of the
dth century. During the centures, the church underwent
moany changes, rom Romanic ond Gothic influence 100
more classical Lombord one, 0 nowadays I has a
charoctesiic mix of shdes. It Isafues o marble neoclkasscal
focade with a bronze portal by Anigo Minedbl and Piatro
Bolis [1957). Tne two ceniral paneds show the Vingin Mary
holding an lcon 1o her Ches!t which she will leave 1o the
people of Ropalo, The beld tower was built by the achitect
Storoce in 1753 ond successively decorated. The intenor,
divided into hiee obles, hosts many works af an,

L 3 THE CIVIC TOWER AND SAINT STEPHEN CHURCH

Saint Stephen’s Chuich i the oldest rural church of the
ofigingl willoge: It was bullt in foct before the yeor ona
housand on 1he primitive esidential area. Nowoadays it
Is governad ond maintained by the *Mortis et Orationis®
Confrolemity, called the “Blocks® Brotherhood like Hs
rm@nis colour, thatl obifgined the chuch durhng The
Tih cenftury, and fhat gove B the nome “Blocks
Cratory”®, The Civic fowar was buillt in 1473 next to Saint
Stephen’s Church as o symbol of civil freadom and It i
the gidest chvl monument in town. According o o 121h
canfuly document, i wos whene juslice wos odminisiared
and fown ife was decided.

THE WHITE ORATORY

The Whites® Orolony, buill dudng the 18ih century B 50
called becouse of the gorments colour of the
Brotherhood goverming i, It has a single alsie and a
small bell tower ong holds mony péeces of arl: a lew
Ligwion processional crucifises; an 18th century gigon
within @ borogue stuciure; o wooden statue by
Maorogliono (5t. Sebastion), highly inferesting becaouse ol
s anatomic perfection; a painting nomead *Moadonno
col bambing & sonil®, whose author remaing unknown
{Domenico Piala or Domenlco Flaselia),

THE MOMASTERY OF CLARISSE

11 @ 17 cantury monumanhal Dulding, deconsacroted in
1912. Pait of The previols Church of Sanio Chigia di
Monfalalco and of the alative convent cee usad loday for
cultural purposes: the aoncient chopel hoas been
transiormed in a 250-seat theahe, the Awditodum of the
Clorisse, The pansh church morbie alfar bt in 1772, wos
moved 1o fhe Saints Gensasio ond Protasio’s Cothednol

The mes! of the complax houses ihe “Atllio @ Claola
Goffogio® Mussum that conlains precious lewslary, ivory,
porceloing, sculplures and painfings (info: call +39
0185.234497).

VILLA THGULLIO WITH THE LACES MUSELIM
AMND THE INTERNATIOMAL LIBRARY

Villo Tigullo is the oncient house of the Spinoia farmily. I s
surrounded by o green pork and |t ks on o wide feld,
wilih a moagnificent view of tha Tigulio Gull and Portafing
Caope. It housas the International Library, with its rich
collections of precious volumes and histodcal lecal
nawspapets, and the Loce Mussum, contoining on
exceplonaly brood onge of rae and precious loces.
Ther loce craftsmanship B o fnodiion of our Town, where
wormen hove been maoaking loces snce the Xl cantury
and where the loce preduction reoched s peok in the
XV century (Info; coll+3% O185.63304).

1
THE SANCTUARY OF MONTALLEGRO nl-.

The Sancluory wos bulll af the top of a hill where the
Virgin Mary, beloved Patron Saint of the town,
appeared to a peasant in 1557, The Sonctuary hosis an
Icon, called the “Domitio Virginds™, et from the \rlrgln
Moty in the ploce whooe she oppeaned. Tho baautiful
maible fagode wos dasignad by the achifec! Revedi,
the voulls are painted by the Genosase Nicold Barabing
ond walk are covered with thousands of ex-volos
demonsirating the great devolion of The cifizens 1o the
Yingin Mory. The sanciuary con be reached in 7 minutes
by cablaway, fhe only onae in Liguia, ftom wheane you
can anjoy a spactacular pononamic view on the gull at
S00mt, altftude

VALLE CHRISTI ABBEY RUINS n

The monastery of Volle Chiisfi ning llie in the hils of
5. Mossimo, at the back of the town, Pars of the church like
the apse, the fronsept ond the spite bel tower sunvive ina
softary and il intact emvironment, creating one of the
mast enchanting views of Ropalo, The complex was bullt in
e 130 cantury in French-Golhic shde. Onaginaly I wos
ownid Dy Cishescion nung, thaen i becoma proparty of the
Cloisse nuns. Pope Pio V suppiesed B in 1568 ond I wos
abondoned. The nuing bacorns public propaiy and NnoWw
ong used 05 On open air theate, o picluesgue ocation for
mpariant evaning piays ond concars in summar

SAN MICHELE DI PAGANA CHURCH m

San Michele B o homiet fhot les on o smol gull and
Inchudes theae small vilogas: Trelo, Prelo ond Pomaio. i s
one of the most enchanting ploces in all the Ligunian coast
and its beaches ang the best 1or swimming and hing in ho
sun In a beautiful londscape. Tha barogue parnsh church
boack o tho Beginning of the X1 centuty ond, in he
ft alsha, holds o canvas by Van Dyck, painted when the
arlis! wok compabed o Nee iom Ganta oller a modol
dual the picture represants the Crcifbdon with Saint
Fraoncas and Soinl Leonand,
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